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Sennacherib's son, its ruler, and carried the latter home
setting up his own nominee on the throne of Babylon.
Sennacherib at once moved into Babylonia and carried
this Elamite nominee off to Assyria. He then attacked
Elam but to no purpose. In the meanwhile the Baby-
lonians set up their own king and when Sennacherib
returned, they bribed the new Elamite king Urnman-
minanu and summoned his help, and he came. A
great battle was fought at Khaluli on the Tigris and
most glowing tributes were paid to the Assyrian mo-
narch's prowess and victory was claimed in his records
for him. But, in fact, the field lay with the Elamites
and the Assyrians had to withdraw to Assyria although
the Elamite general was killed in the battle and the
son of Sennacherib freed. The Babylonian king also
could not be touched.
Sennacherib awaited the death of the Elamite
Umman-minanu and, after it had occurred, he appeared
before Babylon, captured and burnt down the city and
carried its king and god Marduk to Assyria. Its popu-
lation too was expelled. During the last eight years
of his reign we hear of no military expeditions but of
one against the Arabs. The king's chronicles do not
record the event; it is given by his son's chroniclers.
Sennacherib too, like his father, was a great builder
and built numerous palaces and temples at Nineveh.
Nineveh had become a mighty capital. He says in his
, inscription that he did everything to beautify Nineveh
which his forefathers had neglected. He straightened
its roads, built plantations and a proper wall. About
the labour utilized he writes in his own inscription :
"The people of Ghaldaea, the Aramaeans, the Mannai,
the men of Kue and Cilicia, the Phoenicians and Tynans
who had not submitted to my yoke, I carried away,
and I set them to forced labour, and they made bricks."
The double walls ran round double the area of the city
and were pierced by fifteen gates, each bearing a distinct
name, as did the walls themselves, and beautiful gardens